Banned Books Event
Key dates:
Monday, April 2nd    – signup sheets posted by 8:45am.  You may only sign up for your choice.



Monday, April 9th    – first reading day

Next week, you will sign up for the book you would like to read for the upcoming grading period. If you want a particular book, sign up.

***Have the book in hand for the first reading day on April 9th . 

Take some time over the weekend to check out these titles. Go to Amazon or Barnes and Noble to read reviews and first chapters of the titles. Select a first, second, and third choice.  Book groups are limited to five (or fewer)  students.

You might consider a period in our history that interests you or one that you feel you have little knowledge of and want to know more. Visit with your parents for their opinion regarding an interesting choice. The AHS English department can supply you with a copy of the book.  Please remember that department copies cannot be annotated.  We will notify Book People and Barnes & Noble that you are reading these titles, but if possible check out Half Price Books, your local library, our Austin High library, or order a used copy online if you prefer to have a personal copy.

Your reading and comprehension of the book will be the foundation for analysis, discussion, and writing you will do during the sixth six weeks. You will meet with others who have chosen the book for discussions.
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	Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer
“…Foer emerged as one of the most original writers of his generation with his best-selling debut novel, Everything Is Illuminated.  Now, with humor, tenderness, and awe, he confronts the traumas of our recent history.

Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret mission that will take him through the five boroughs of New York.  His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that belonged to his father, who died in the World Trade Center on the morning of September 11.  This seemingly impossible task will bring Oskar into contact with survivors of all sorts on an exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing journey.”’  New York Times November 2005
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	The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
“Mark Twain created one of America’s best-loved fictional characters when he wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885).  Using realistic language, Twain tells the story of two runaways – Huck Finn and the slave Jim – and their adventures down the Mississippi River on a raft.  Though the story focuses on the humorous exploits of an imaginative adolescent, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, told from the point of view of Huck, ultimately is concerned with deeper themes – man’s inhumanity to man and the hypocrisy of conventional values.” Barnes and Noble Classic Books
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	Native Son by Richard Wright
“Right from the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It could have been for assault or petty larceny; by chance, it was for murder and rape. Native Son tells the story of this young black man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a young white woman in a brief moment of panic. Set in Chicago in the 1930s, Richard Wright’s powerful novel is an unsparing reflection on the poverty and feelings of hopelessness experienced by people in inner cities across the country and of what it means to be black in America.”     Amazon.com
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	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  by Ken Kesey
"Some literary reputations rest upon an industrious output over a span of years that pyramids into an oeuvre, a word tough to say aloud without sounding like Inspector Clouseau. Other literary standings ride upon the writer’s knocking one out of the park the first time at bat—a best-selling cultural phenom that leaves a high, arching shadow, no matter what the quality of the work (if any) that follows. Consider Joseph Heller with Catch-22, Ralph Ellison with Invisible Man, Harper Lee with To Kill a Mockingbird. Ken Kesey, one of America’s great, enduring provocateurs, is another historic long-baller. In 1962, he published his first novel, One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest, which helped father the 60s counterculture—and unlike its other baby daddies he would never disavow the decade, damning it as reckless and immature. Although the anonymous reviewer in The New Yorker seemed to hold the novel askance by its tail, as if it were a mouse (“the writing is paste-pot colloquial”), Time magazine hailed it and legions of readers adopted it as a personal testament, a freedom tract. Set in a mental institution (Kesey had been a night aide in a veterans’ hospital), its title taken from a children’s nursery rhyme, Cuckoo’s Nestconveys the wonder of a fable with the force of a fist. In January, Viking will publish a 50th-anniversary edition of the novel that may inspire a whole new generation of agitators.”    James Wolcott for Vanity Fair
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	Beloved by Toni Morrison
“If there were any doubts about Toni Morrison’s stature as a pre-eminent American novelist, of her or any other generation, Beloved will put them to rest.  In three words or less, it’s a hair-raiser.
This novel is set after the end of the Civil War, during the period of so-called Reconstruction, when a great deal of random violence was let loose upon blacks, both the slave freed by Emancipation and others who had been given or had bought their freedom earlier.  But there are flashbacks to a more distant period, when slavery was still a going concern in the South and the seeds for the bizarre and calamitous events of the novel were sown.  The setting is similarly divided; the countryside near Cincinnati, where the central characters have ended up, and a slave-holding plantation in Kentucky, ironically named Sweet Home, from which they fled 18 years before the novel opens.”  –Margaret Atwood for The New York Times 
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	Bless Me Ultima  by Rudolfo Anaya
"Bless Me, Ultima tells an engaging story of a Chicanito’s coming of age. It tells it in a context that is familiar and yet a bit mysterious to us all. Young Antonio wonders if understanding must come only at the loss of innocence. In his own way he ponders the sources of good and evil. He wonders about his place in the immediate world around him and in the larger universe. And it’s all told magically.

There’s a cast of characters including  a benign and powerful curandera, town locas perceived to be brujas, drunkards, priests and prostitutes. And there’s no end of page-turning violence and action. A good story is a good story. And Bless Me, Ultima is certainly that, but it is much more. It’s an exploration into tradition versus contemporary reality. An exploration of the lessons of history and the unforeseen potential of the future. It’s an exploration of love and trust and meaning. It takes place in rural New Mexico, a place where the life of the wild, beguiling llano contrasts with the stolid life of the domestic farm. That is its specific geographic and temporal context. But its tale is transcendent; it is universal.” ~  Luis Torres for Latinopia



 


