Dystopian Literature Unit
Next week, you will sign up for the book you would like to read for the upcoming grading period. If you want a particular book, sign up.

Take some time over the next couple of days to check out these titles. Go to Amazon or Barnes and Noble to read reviews and first chapters of the titles. Select a first, second, and third choice.  Book groups are limited to six (or fewer)  students.

These dystopian novels deal with mature themes and are written for mature audiences.  Please be aware that some of the content may be challenging.  Your reading and comprehension of the book will be the foundation for analysis, discussion, and writing you will do during the fifth six weeks. You will meet with others who have chosen the book for discussions and other activities.
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	Ray Bradbury’s internationally acclaimed novel Fahrenheit 451 is a masterwork of twentieth-century literature set in a bleak, dystopian future.

Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules and literature is on the brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them out. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in which they are hidden.  ~  Barnes and Noble
· language
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	Respected Canadian poet and novelist Margaret Atwood presents here a fable of the near future. 
In the Republic of Gilead, formerly the United States, far-right fundamentalist Christian ideals have been carried to extremes in the monotheocratic government. The resulting society is a feminist's nightmare: women are strictly controlled, unable to have jobs or money and assigned to various classes: the chaste, childless Wives; the housekeeping Marthas; and the reproductive Handmaids, who turn their offspring over to the ``morally fit'' Wives. The tale is told by Offred (read: ``of Fred''), a Handmaid who recalls the past and tells how the chilling society came to be.  ~  Library Journal
· language, sexually explicit situations

	[image: image3.jpg]




	At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being rescued.  An early Hunger Games.
"This brilliant work is a frightening parody on man's return [in a few weeks] to that state of darkness from which it took him thousands of years to emerge. Fully to succeed, a fantasy must approach very close to reality. Lord of the Flies does. It must also be superbly written. It is." ~ The New York Times Book Review

· language, violence
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	"O brave new world, that hath such people in it!"     The Tempest V.i.182-183
Brave New World is a classic - it is a dystopian novel similar in theme to George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four. Brave New World revolves around the idea of totalitarianism and is set in a futuristic world where a combination of science and pleasure form a rather feudalistic society. This idea of totalitarianism is achieved through test tube babies, and hypnotism, resulting in a pre-ordained caste system consisting of intelligent humans suited to the highest positions and conversely, serf-like beings genetically programmed to carry out menial works. In this world of Alphas, Betas, Gammas, Deltas and the unfortunate Epsilons, exists drug-induced happiness, caused by what is known as soma. Here, "everyone belongs to everyone else" emphasizing the system of forced promiscuity, brainwashed into the people from the moment of birth. At the core of this book is the horrific idea of eugenics and despite being written several decades ago, its message remains valid for our generation.    ~ The Guardian
· language, racism, sexually explicit situations
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	  “The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears.  It was their final, most essential command.”

  Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy the demands of the Ministry of Truth.  With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that seeks power for its own sake and persecutes those who dare to commit thoughtcrimes.  But as he starts to think for himself, Winston can’t escape the fact that Big Brother is always watching…
  A startling and haunting vision of the world, 1984 is so powerful that it is completely convincing from start to finish.  No one can deny the influence of this novel, its hold on the imaginations of generations of readers, or the resiliency of its admonitions – a legacy that seems only to grow with the passage of time.    ~  Amazon.com

· social, political, and sexual content


