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Chapter 13 Style Analysis
Frankenstein 

Directions: As you read, highlight the creature’s “human” characteristics in one color and his “inhuman” characteristics in a second color. 
“Every conversation of the cottagers now opened new wonders to me. While I listened to the instructions which Felix bestowed upon the Arabian, the strange system of human society was explained to me. I heard of the division of property, of immense wealth and squalid
 poverty; of rank, descent and noble blood. 
“The words induced
 me to turn towards myself. I learned that the possessions most esteemed by your fellow-creatures were high and unsullied descent
 united with riches. A man might be respected with only one of these advantages; but, without either, he was considered, except in very rare instances, as a vagabond
 and a slave, doomed to waste his powers for the profits of the chosen few! And, what was I? Of my creation and creator I was absolutely ignorant; but I knew that I possessed no money, no friends, no kind of property. I was, besides, endued
 with a figure hideously deformed and loathsome; I was not even of the same nature as man. I was more agile
 than they, and could subsist upon a coarser diet; I bore the extremes of heat and cold with less injury to my frame; my stature far exceeded theirs. When I looked around, I saw and heard of none like me. Was I then a monster, a blot upon the earth, from which all men fled, and whom all men disowned?

“I cannot describe to you the agony that these reflections inflicted upon me; I tried to dispel
 them, but sorrow only increased with knowledge. Oh, that I had remained in my native wood, nor known nor felt beyond the sensations of hunger, thirst, and heat!

“Of what a strange nature is knowledge! It clings to the mind, when it has once seized on it, like a lichen
 on the rock. I wished sometimes to shake off all thought and feeling; but I learned that there was but one means to overcome the sensation of pain, and that was death--a state which I feared yet did not understand. I admired virtue and good feelings, and loved the gentle manners and amiable
 qualities of my cottagers; but I was shut out from intercourse with them, except through means which I obtained by stealth, when I was unseen and unknown, and which rather increased than satisfied the desire I had of becoming one among my fellows. The gentle words of Agatha, and the animated smiles of the charming Arabian, were not for me. The mild exhortations
 of the old man, and the lively conversation of the loved Felix, were not for me. Miserable, unhappy wretch! 

"Other lessons were impressed upon me even more deeply. I heard of the difference of sexes; and the birth and growth of children; how the father doted on the smiles of the infant, and the lively sallies of the older child; how all the life and cares of the mother were wrapped up in the precious charge; how the mind of youth expanded and gained knowledge; of brother, sister, and all the various relationships which bind one human being to another in mutual bonds. 

"But where were my friends and relations? No father had watched my infant days, no mother had blessed me with smiles and caresses; or if they had, all my past life was now a blot, a blind vacancy in which I distinguished nothing. From my earliest remembrance I had been as I then was in height and proportion. I had never yet seen a being resembling me, or who claimed any intercourse with me. What was I? The question again recurred, to be answered only with groans.” (86-87)
	1.  Compare the final two paragraphs.  How does the creature contrast a “normal” family with his own experience?
	

	2.  Look at the repetition of questions the creature asks himself.  How does the creature seem to answer these questions?
	

	3.  What can we learn about the creature’s state of mind and philosophy of identity by examining such questions?
	


	Typical “Human” Characteristics
	“Non-human” Characteristics

	1. Emotionally Vulnerable
	1. Physically Tough

	2. 
	2. Has no family or friends

	3. Recognizes “virtue and good feelings”
	3. 

	4. 
	       4.   

	5. 
	       5. 


Using your annotations on the excerpt, please complete the following chart.


  Column (A)






Column (B)
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
Period:  _____  

Frankenstein Chapter 13 Close Reading &Style Analysis
Your response to the question below should demonstrate your understanding of the novel thus far using at least two pieces of evidence and ample commentary to support your response.  Each response should be at least eight sentences.

Answer the following: 

How is the creature complex?

1. Choose two of the balanced characteristics from your chart to use in the following template. 

2. Craft an analytical paragraph that supports your thesis statement.  Your evidence must be embedded correctly to prove he is both A and B and explicitly analyze their significance. Make sure that every sentence supports your thesis.  Do not simply retell the plot.

Reminders:

*  Begin with a topic sentence.  Use this template if you need to:  

The creature is complex because he (is) ______(A)________ but also _______(B)_______.  

*  Embed your first quote (make sure you punctuate and cite it correctly!)

*  Spend at least two sentences discussing the significance of the first quote.  

    Ask yourself:  So what?  Who cares?  Why does this matter?

*  Embed your second quote (make sure you punctuate and cite it correctly!)

*  Spend at least two sentences discussing the significance of the second quote.  

    Ask yourself:  So what?  Who cares?  Why does this matter?

*  Add a concluding statement that wraps up your argument.
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Before submitting your written response, revise and edit.  Check for:

*  clarity of your topic sentence

*  effectiveness of your embedded quotes

*  depth and insight of your analysis

*  spelling, mechanics, and grammar (of course!)  (
� Foul, repulsive, filthy


� To lead or move by persuasion


� Ancestry, parentage or origin


� A homeless person who wanders from place to place


� To put on, or endow


� Quick and well-coordinated in movement; lithe


� To cause to vanish; to alleviate


� Yellowish or greenish fungus growing in branchlike formation on rocks or trees


� Friendly, sociable


� Pieces of advice





