
Chief Red Cloud’s Address to President Grant 

Chief Red Cloud (1822 – 1909) of the Oglala Sioux played an important role in the Plains Wars, and is 

generally acknowledged to have helped force the U.S. government into negotiations after the failure of 

the army’s campaigns against the Sioux in 1865.  Although Red Cloud was a fierce warrior, eventually he 

was forced to accept reservation status for the Sioux, and he lived long enough to see the loss of Indian 

lands and freedoms.  However, Red Cloud was able to fight for the rights of his people throughout his 

life.  In the 1880s, for example, he exposed the illegal practices of Pine Ridge Indian Agent Valentine 

McGillycuddy – who misused his power over the distribution of government food and supplies for the 

Indians of Pine Ridge – and McGillycuddy was fired.  Red Cloud was in contact with Eastern reform 

movement leaders, and he himself often spoke to white audiences about the plight of Native Americans.  

In the speech below, Red Cloud addresses President U.S. Grant in Washington in June of 1870. 

 

My Brothers and my Friends who are before me today:  God Almighty has made us all, and He is 

here to hear what I have to say to you today.  The Great Spirit made us both.  He gave me lands 

and He gave you lands.  You came here and we received you as brothers.  When the Almighty 

made you, He made you all white and clothed you.  When He made us He made us with red 

skins and poor.  When you first came we were very many and you were few.  Now you are many 

and we are few.  You do not know who appears before you to speak.  He is a representative of 

the original American race, and first people of this continent.  We are good, and not bad.  The 

reports which you get about us are all on one side.  You hear of us only as murderers and thieves.  

We are not so.  If we had more lands to give to you we would give them, but we have no more.  

We are driven into a very little island, and we want you, our dear friends, to help us with the 

Government of the United States.  The Great Spirits made us poor and ignorant.  He made you 

rich and wise and skillful in things which we know nothing about.  The good Father made you to 

eat tame game and us to eat wild game.  Ask any one who has gone through to California.  They 

will tell you we have treated them well.  You have children.  We, too, have children and we wish 

to bring them up well.  We ask you to help us do it.  At the mouth of Horse Creek, in 1852, the 

Great Father made a treaty with us.  We agreed to let him pass through our territory unharmed 

for fifty-five years.   We kept our word.  We committed no murders, no depredations, until the 

troops came there.  When the troops were sent there trouble and disturbance arose.  Since that 

time there have been various goods sent from time to time to us, but only once did they reach us, 

and soon the Great Father took away the only good man he had sent us, Col. Fitzpatrick.  The 

Great Father said we must go to farming, and some of our men went to farming near Fort 

Laramie, and were treated very badly indeed.  We came to Washington to see our Great Father 

that peace might be continued.  The Great Father that made us both wishes peace to be kept; we 

want to keep peace.  Will you help us?  In 1868 men came out and brought papers.  We could not 

read them, and they did not tell us truly what was in them.  We thought the treaty was to remove 

the forts and that we should then cease from fighting.  But they wanted to send us traders on the 

Missouri.  We did not want to go on the Missouri, but wanted traders where we were.  When I 



reached Washington the Great Father explained to me what the treaty was, and showed me that 

the interpreters had deceived me.  All I want is right and justice.  I have tried to get from the 

Great Father what is right and just.  I have not altogether succeeded.  I want you to help me to 

get what is right and just.  I represent the whole Sioux nation, and they will be bound by what I 

say.  I am no Spotted Tail, to say one thing one day and be bought for a pin the next.  Look at 

me.  I am poor and naked, but I am the Chief of the nation.  We do not want riches, but we want 

to train our children right.  Riches would do us no good.  We could not take them with us to the 

other world.  We do not want riches, we want peace and love. 

 The riches that we have in this world, Secretary [of the Interior Jacob] Cox said truly, we 

cannot take with us to the next world.  Then I wish to know why Commissioners are sent out to 

us who do nothing but rob us and get the riches of this world away from us!  I was brought up 

among the traders, and those who came out there in the early times treated me well and I had a 

good time with them.  They taught us to wear clothes and to use tobacco and ammunition.  But, 

by and by, the Great Father sent out a different kind of men; men who cheated and drank whisky; 

men who were so bad that the Great Father could not keep them at home and so sent them out 

there.  I have sent a great many words to the Great Father but they never reached him.  They 

were drowned on the way, and I was afraid of the words I spoke lately to the Great Father would 

not reach you, so I came to speak to you myself; and now I am going away to my home.  I want 

to have men sent out to my people whom we know and can trust.  I am glad I have come here.  

You belong in the East and I belong in the West, and I am glad I have come here and that we 

could understand one another.  I am very much obliged to you for listening to me.  I go home this 

afternoon.  I hope you will think of what I have said to you.  I bid you all an affectionate 

farewell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AP English Lang and Comp 

Chief Red Cloud Assignment 

 

You will annotate the selection for DIDLS, with at least 2 pieces of evidence for each element. 

You will identify the tone of the speech, and provide at least 3 direct quotes from the piece that 

will support your opinion about the tone. 

On a separate sheet of paper, you will craft a rhetorical précis for this speech AND you will write 

2 separate paragraphs (1 each) over 2 different elements that you annotated , following the 

models on pages 23-26 of your Yellow Pages guide. 
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