Classic Novel Analysis Essay Assignment
Characteristics of a Classic

1.  A classic is timely.  Usually it is an expression of and influence on the times in which it was written.  Uncle Tom’s Cabin was “the book that started this great war,” or so said Lincoln.  Oliver Twist revealed to England the plight of homeless children.  Though not fiction, Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl gave a firsthand account of a family hiding from the Nazis during the occupation of the Netherlands.

2.  A classic is timely, but it is also timeless.  Classics deal with themes that touch all periods of history, all societies, and all cultures.  Often the themes deal with love and forgiveness, good versus evil and the consequences of both, success against all odds, Values (Beauty and the Beast deals with looking beyond the exterior to what is really important), et al.  Many classics show the value of resisting temptation to compromise in order to reach the goal.  In most if not all classes the hero overcomes one or more major obstacles at the climax of the story so that his/her ultimate goal is reached and success achieved.

3.  Real classics usually express some artistic quality – an expression of life, truth, and beauty.  Any author can develop a story so that evil appears inevitable, lying pays off, hate and revenge are good.  However, though these responses to life might seem justified at times, they never pay off in the long run.  Judeo-Christian morality is fundamentally good, and those who follow it, even when it costs them, are the genuine heroes in real classics.
4.  A classic will be able to endure the test of time.  It may or may not get good reviews at first, but a classic work will be recognized for its literary value long after it is published. “Some books are undeservedly forgotten; none are undeservedly remembered,” claimed W.H. Auden.  Shakespeare’s writing is certainly classic in this sense.
5.  A classic is readable in its style.  Mark Twain said, “Great books are weighed and measured by their style and manner and not by the trimmings and shadings of their grammar.”  However, real classics are not poorly written.  Variety is possible, from the ornate language of The Yearling to the plain language of The Good Earth.  The story in a classic almost tells itself,  though not without surprises.  The characters are deep but believable.  The author does not tell the reader how to feel or what conclusions to draw.  Instead, he or she makes the reader feel or conclude what they want.  A classic story will not preach a moral, but will illustrate a lesson through conveying the story.
6.  A classic connects authors and times.  Classics reveal influences from other writers and other great works of literature.  A classic is  also informed by the history of ideas and literature – whether unconsciously or specifically worked into the plot of the test.  A classic is both a product of its own time and a unique expression of it.

Name:  _______________________________________________Period:  __________  

 Essay Preparation:  Classic Novel Choice
Your final assessment of the novel is an analytical essay that answers the prompt:  What characterizes this novel as a classic ? 

Your final essay will include:

· an introduction that hooks the reader and states your thesis (minimum of 3 sentences)

· at least three body paragraphs; each with one argument supporting your thesis statement that includes a minimum of 3 specific, cited, embedded quotations that support the assertion. (Each argument should be a minimum of 14 sentences.)

· A brief conclusion that provides closure to your essay (2-4 sentences)

Specific criteria:

· Minimum 500 words (maximum of 5 pages)

· Typed, double-spaced, 12 point, reasonable margins

· at least 5 paragraphs (intro, 3 body paragraphs, brief conclusion)
· Separate Work Cited page
When writing your commentary, remember to fully connect the evidence to how it provides insight into your assertion.  Your commentary reflects your level of thought; it does not repeat plot or paraphrase evidence.
Introductions:

· must be broad and thorough; DO NOT begin with any mention of the novel specifically, including plot or characters

· should transition from broad idea to a clear thesis statement (usually the last sentence in the introduction) that includes the title of the novel, author, and possible answers to your question
Possible Hooks include:

· Incident/Anecdote – Briefly share an experience you have had or you have heard that connects to your chosen prompt
· Analogy – Draw a connection between the idea(s) you will discuss in your essay with an idea the reader is familiar with
· Definition – Begin by defining the idea(s) you will be discussing in your own words (Do NOT use a dictionary definition)  
Use your thesis to drive your planning and composition of your essay. Remember to organize by argument, not by plot point or evidence. 
