Name:  _______________________________________________Period:  __________   Essay Preparation:  Classic Novel Choice
Your final assessment of the novel is an analytical essay that answers the prompt:  What characterizes this novel as a classic ? 

Your final essay will include:

· an introduction that hooks the reader and states your thesis (minimum of 3 sentences)

· at least three body paragraphs; each with one argument supporting your thesis statement that includes a minimum of 3 specific, cited, embedded quotes that support the assertion. (Each argument should be a minimum of 14 sentences.)

· A brief conclusion that provides closure to your essay (2-4 sentences)

Specific criteria:

· Minimum 500 words (maximum of 5 pages)

· Typed, double-spaced, 12 point, reasonable margins

· 5 paragraphs (intro, 3 body paragraphs, brief conclusion)

When writing your commentary, remember to fully connect the evidence to how it provides insight into your assertion.  Your commentary reflects your level of thought; it does not repeat plot or paraphrase evidence.
Introductions:

· must be broad and thorough; DO NOT begin with any mention of the novel specifically, including plot or characters

· should transition from broad idea to a clear thesis statement (usually the last sentence in the introduction) that includes the title of the novel, author, and possible answers to your question
Possible Hooks include:

· Incident/Anecdote – Briefly share an experience you have had or you have heard that connects to your chosen prompt
· Analogy – Draw a connection between the idea(s) you will discuss in your essay with an idea the reader is familiar with
· Quotation – Choose a quotation (NOT from your novel) and then discuss the meaning of that quote. Check out www.quoteland.com to search for quotes by key word, topic, or speaker
· Definition – Begin by defining the idea(s) you will be discussing in your own words (Do NOT use a dictionary definition)  
Use the two-column notes template and the draft of your thesis to plan your essay.  You may edit the thesis one or more times.
