Embedding Evidence


Steps to take before embedding your evidence:

· Decide which part of the quotation is most important for your argument.  Remember, a longer quote is not necessarily better!  You can omit any information that does not directly support your opinion.

· Check for any pronouns (we, I, us, you) that will need to be changed for clarification and/or to make the sentence grammatically correct.

· Change the tense of the quotation to present tense (“was” to “is”)

· Use brackets to indicate that you have changed or added a word  (ex:  broke to [breaks])

· Use ellipses (. . . ) if you remove a portion of the original quotation.

· Decide what the reader needs to know about the quote – this will become your commentary.  
· You can provide a ‘roadmap’ for the reader that tells us where in story the quote is used.



For example:  After Victor abandons his creation, he “did not dare return to the apartment which [he] 


inhabited, but felt impelled to hurry on, although drenched by rain which poured from a black and 



comfortless sky” (37).






OR

· You can introduce the idea it suggests—“analysis” 

For example:  Victor is clearly distraught and anxious when he “ -------“ (37). 

Original Quote:

“Yet I do fear thy nature; It is too full of the milk of human kindness To catch the nearest way.”  (I.v.14-17)

“That I may pour my spirits in thine ear . . . “ (I.v.23)

Embedded Quote:

Because Lady Macbeth “fears [Macbeth’s] nature” and believes her husband to be “too full of the milk of human kindness” to do what it takes to be king, she decides to “pour [her] spirits in [his] ear” to help him take the crown (I.v.14-15, 23).

Name(s):  ____________________________________________



Period:  ________

Using the steps on the other side of this handout, combine the parts of the quote you need with your own analysis to write one grammatically correct sentence.



Practice #1:


“No more that Thane of Cawdor shall deceive our bosom interest. Go pronounce his present death.” (I.ii.75-76)


Embedded Quote:











Practice #2:


“Thou shalt get Kings, though thou be none.” (I.iii.79)


Embedded Quote:





Practice #3:


“Yet I do fear thy nature; It is too full of the milk of human kindness.”  (I.v.14-15)


Embedded Quote:








