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“That there should be one man die ignorant who had a capacity for knowledge, this I call a tragedy”
                                                                                                                                                                 - Thomas Carlyle
Welcome!
Congratulations on making it to your senior year. Your success thus far has taken determination, patience, and diligence, and I commend you for it.  Now you have just one year to go, but you have much to do in this year.  Your decisions this year can shape the course of your education, career, and life.  This course will provide you with some of the skills you’ll need to succeed later on, but I also hope it helps you reflect on your life.  As we read, write, and discuss together, remember that you will get out of this course what you put into it; invest yourself and you can take away greater self-awareness, the best preparation for life.  Remember also that I want you to do well and I am here to help.  

Course Objectives: 

· Analyze and interpret a variety of texts, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques, and their purpose.

· Apply effective narrative, organizational, and rhetorical strategies and techniques in your own writing.

· Create and support arguments based on readings, research, and experience.

· Use standard conventions and demonstrate stylistic maturity in your writing. 

· Write in a variety of genres and contexts, both formal and informal. 

· Move effectively through the stages of the writing process, including drafting, revising, editing, and review. 

Readings:







Writing Focus:
· Multi-genre selections within each unit of study

*  College Essay
· Shelley’s Frankenstein





*  Literary Analysis essays
· Wiesel’s Night






*  Persuasive writing
· Shakespeare’s Macbeth




*  Journal writing
· Dystopian novels





*  Research Writing

· Podcast Title TBD





*  Argumentative writing
Grading Procedures:

Assignments will be weighted through a level system, which assigns relative weights to assignments based on their magnitude, difficulty, or importance.  The level of each class assignment will be clearly indicated to students at the time the assignment is given.


Level

Assignments
1 Daily grades, such as pop quizzes, classwork, homework 
2 Scheduled quizzes, extended daily or homework assignments, participation
3

Major grades such as essays, tests, exams, and projects
Learning Tasks:

· Your learning tasks grade is earned in a variety of ways:  sharing your thoughts during class discussions, reading a piece of your writing, completing in-class and homework assignments in a timely manner.  Each individual task is averaged as one participation grade.  Your Learning Tasks grade will change throughout the grading period and will not be final until the end of the grading period.  
Student Expectations:

In order to learn and work together, we will need to create a classroom atmosphere that is courteous, receptive, understanding.  The following guidelines should help us do so.

· Treat all students, the instructor, and all guests (including substitutes) with politeness and courtesy.

· Be on time, prepared, and ready to participate. 

· Complete and submit all assignments by the beginning of class on the assigned due dates.  

· Be responsible for your own learning and success in this class.  

· Have all necessary materials every day (spiral, binder with dividers, writing utensil, copy of current text being studied)

Late-Work Policy:
· A student may submit an assignment up to four calendar days after the original due date with a 10 point penalty per day.

· After four days, a student may earn up to a grade of 50 for the assignment if he/she completes the assignment, or an alternate assignment comparable in concept/content to the original assignment, in the classroom with the teacher.  This assignment must be completed no later than one week prior to the last day of the grading period. 
Attempting Mastery/Retesting

· When a student scores a 74 or below on a Level 3 assignment, he/she becomes eligible for retesting to attempt mastery.

· A student may earn the opportunity to retest on a Level 3 grade by attending tutorials with the teacher to get help on the concept or content.  Once the student attends the tutorial(s), he/she may retest and the second score will be averaged with the original score to determine a new score for the assessment, up to a maximum grade of 75.

· A student must attend the tutorial and complete the retesting within one week of receiving the grade for the assessment.

Absences/Make-up Work Policy:
· When you are absent on the day that work is assigned, you have the number of days per your absence as outlined in the AISD grading policies.

· Daily work assigned prior to an absence is due the day you return to class.

· Make-up exams/quizzes will be administered by appointment before or after school.  It is your responsibility to see me outside of class on the day you return to school to schedule a make-up test or quiz.  You may be expected to make up the quiz or exam during class on the day of your return.

· Because essays and other major projects are assigned one to six weeks in advance, the assignment is due on the assigned due date even if you are not present in class.   All major written work must be submitted to www.turnitin.com via BLEND by the specified time on the due date.  I will not score an essay that has not been submitted to the plagiarism website.
· A school field trip or school-related excused absence does not excuse you from work that is due in class.  It is your responsibility to turn in any work due, to pick up any work missed during the absence, and to be prepared to take any scheduled quiz or exam before leaving for the absence.  Any work not turned in before the absence will be penalized according to the late work policy.

Electronics Policy:
· The use of your cell phone, IPod, IPad, etc., is only allowed at MY discretion.  Do not assume it is okay to use your device in my room; I will let you know when you may use it.  The use of an electronic device during an exam is prohibited unless I tell you otherwise.   Please remove your ear buds when you enter my room.
Remind.com:   I rely heavily on communication via Remind.com.  Please join your class period to receive important reminders from me!  Follow these steps:


1.  Text 81010


2.  Enter the code that matches your class period as the message of the text (including the @ sign):


1st Period - @fg79b8




5th Period - @kd38k2

6th Period - @
9g48d8g



8th Period - @27e768
