Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________   Period:  _______    Frankenstein Discussion Notes – Chapters 1-9
Part of your success with this novel study stems directly from your interaction with the text.  To help you during your reading and our discussions, take notes regarding the major plot actions, reactions, occurrences and the motivations and driving forces behind those plot points.  You may bullet point your thoughts but you should still be thorough in your responses.   During discussion I expect you to add to your own notes.  Don’t expect a good grade for mediocre work.
Chapter 1 Focus:
· Relationship between Mr. Frankenstein and Beaufort and Frankenstein and Caroline 
· Victor’s relationship with his parents
· Circumstances surrounding Elizabeth’s entrance into the Frankenstein family; Parallels to Caroline’s entrance 
· Victor’s feelings toward/relationship with Elizabeth 
	Who did what?   Why?

You may have to make some inferences regarding a character’s motivation.
	What is the significance of the plot  point?

	
	


Chapter 2 Focus:

· Victor’s relationship with Henry Clerval
· Victor’s educational passions/fields of interest 
· Victor’s ultimate goal regarding mankind/Event that changes Victor’s focus
	Who did what?   Why?

You may have to make some inferences regarding a character’s motivation.
	What is the significance of the plot  point?

	
	


Summary – Chapters 3-4:  Frankenstein's mother dies, delaying his departure for Inglolstadt where he is to go to school. His mother's dying wish is for Victor to marry Elizabeth. Most people would think marrying your adopted sister as somewhat creepy, but not Victor, who later enjoys robbing graves and charnel houses to construct living creatures out of dead body parts. He finally departs to Ingolstadt and meets M. Kremp and M. Waldman.  In Chapter 4, Victor discovers the "essence of life" and spends an entire year gathering dead body parts so he can construct an 8-foot tall creature. He neglects his family and his health while working on his project, eating and sleeping very little. I'm all for achieving goals, but there are very few things worth staying up all night for: robbing graves is not one of them.
Chapter 5 Focus:
·   Victor’s initial reaction to his creation 
·   Victor’s illness and circumstances of his recovery
	Who did what?   Why?

You may have to make some inferences regarding a character’s motivation.
	What is the significance of the plot  point?

	
	


Summary - Chapter 6: Elizabeth writes Victor a letter and begs for a letter in return (For all you ladies out there: you can probably do a little better than begging mad scientists who create gigantic creatures from dead body parts collected from charnel houses and graveyards to write you a letter. Find someone with a little more sense, like a tattoo artist or the treasurer of the local motorcycle gang.). The letter mentions the arrival of Justine Moritz to the Frankenstein household.
Chapter 7 Focus:

· William’s interaction with the creature
· Victor’s emotional state throughout the chapter
	Who did what?   Why?

You may have to make some inferences regarding a character’s motivation.
	What is the significance of the plot  point?

	
	


Summary - Chapters 8-9: Frankenstein pleads on Justine's behalf, but to no avail. Hey Victor! Remember that part about you creating a monster out of dead body parts collected from charnel houses and graveyards that came to life and murdered your brother? Do you think maybe now would be a good time to bring that up, you know, before they execute the housekeeper?  In Chapter 9, Victor spends a lot of time alone grieving and contemplates suicide. Perhaps some crazy scientist could then reconstruct him, discover the essence of life, mix in some electricity, bring him back to life, and abandon him. He decides to continue living for fear of what the monster would do to his family.
Consider all the thematic topics that are presented in the chapters you’ve read thus far (family, hardship, abandonment, courage, cowardice, selfishness, etc. – see your theme list for more options) In the space below, write a personal response connecting to one of the thematic topics present in the reading.  
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