Most Effective Article Analysis Rubric- Level III

Kelley’s classes: Due to BLEND before 11:59 pm, Sun., September 24th 

After reading different nonfiction texts during STIR in class and for your summer reading, you have a wide breadth of examples of both effective and ineffective arguments. Please choose one effective argument and one ineffective, one from your summer reading and one from your StIR, and write a 2-3 page essay in which you analyze effective and ineffective examples of argument. For example, you might choose an ineffective argument from your summer reading and an effective one from your StIR.  Cite at least 4 specific examples (grounds)  from the articles to support your thesis (claim). There should be at least two grounds per body paragraph.  You must also include a minimum of 5 different terms from the Elements of Argument list on page 8 of the Yellow Pages.  You will underline these words in your essay. 

In order to be acceptable, your paper must be correctly formatted according to MLA standards and should not include first or second person.


+=exceeds expectations (100-90)

  √=meets expectations (89-80)

 -=below expectations (79 and below)

	Introduction: Background information Includes the correctly punctuated titles of the two articles and references the major current event(s) covered in each.
	

	        Thesis: Is the last sentence in the introduction. It clearly and succinctly states which article is the most effective and which is ineffective. (Consider using a subordinate clause.)  
	

	Body Paragraph 1: The ineffective argument: 

· What is the purpose of the article?

· How did the writer attempt to achieve that purpose?  Include description of the occasion, the tone of the article, the intended audience, and any other rhetorical elements that contribute to the effectiveness of the work.

· To what extent did the article achieve its purpose? What made it ineffective?
	

	Body Paragraph 2: The effective argument: 

· What is the purpose of the article?

· How did the writer attempt to achieve that purpose?  Include description of occasion, the tone of the article, the intended audience, and any other rhetorical elements that contribute to the effectiveness of the work.

· To what extent did the article achieve its purpose? What made it effective?
	

	Conclusion: Restatement of thesis conclusions: Restates thesis. Answer the question, “So What?” Consider the following in your thinking about your conclusion:

So what makes arguments effective or ineffective?

So what is the importance of presenting current events to the public?

So what obligation do journalists have to the public?

So what should the public do in order to stay informed?
	

	Works Cited Page:  
Works Cited follows MLA Citation Guidelines. Check the Yellow Pages for correct citation format.
	

	Mechanics: MLA Heading and header. Few Spelling and Grammar errors. Typed, double-spaced, 11-12 pt., Times New Roman, Ariel or Tahoma font. Free from run-on or fragmented sentences. 
	

	Grade:
	


