Patrick Henry’s Speech to the Virginia Convention
Find one piece of evidence for each of the following in the speech.  On your own paper, label each rhetorical device and provide the textual evidence from the speech:

1. appeal to ethos



7.  onomatopoeia

2. appeal to pathos


8.  rhetorical question

3. appeal to logos


9.  imperative sentence

4. metaphor



10.  metonymy


5. allusion



11.  assonance

6. repetition



12.  parallel structure
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Scoring Rubric

9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for 8 essays and, in addition, are especially sophisticated in their explanation or demonstrate particularly impressive control of language.

8 Essays earning a score of 8 effectively analyze how Henry uses rhetorical devices to effectively achieve his purpose.  The prose demonstrates an ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless.

7 Essays earning a score of 7 fit the description of 6 essays but provide a more complete explanation or demonstrate a more mature prose style.

6 Essays earning a score of 6 adequately analyze how Henry uses rhetorical devices to effectively achieve his purpose.  The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear.

5 Essays earning a score of 5 analyze how Henry uses rhetorical devices to effectively achieve his purpose.  These essays, however, provide uneven, inconsistent, or limited explanations.  The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas.

4 Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately analyze how Henry uses rhetorical devices to effectively achieve his purpose.  The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas, but may suggest immature control of writing.

3 Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in analyzing how Henry uses rhetorical devices to effectively achieve his purpose.  The essays may show less control of writing.

2 Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in analyzing how Henry uses rhetorical devices to effectively achieve his purpose.  These essays misunderstand the prompt; fail to analyze the strategies Henry uses to effectively achieve his purpose; or substitute a simpler task by responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation.  The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing.

1 Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially simplistic in their explanation, and/or weak in their control of language.

0 Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt.

Patrick Henry’s Speech to the Virginia Convention

Multiple Choice Questions

1. The effect of the first paragraph include all of the following EXCEPT

(A) emphasizing how important Henry considers the issue he is addressing

(B) justifying Henry’s vehement expression of an opposing opinion

(C) showing Henry’s deference for those whose opinions he is about to attack

(D) establishing that Henry is more educated and more religious than his opponents

(E) setting the tone of the speech which is to follow

2. The primary point of the two sentences in lines 13-14 is that Henry

(A) hopes, as his opponents do, that war can be averted

(B) understands why his opponents are resistant to war

(C) has shared his opponents’ viewpoint until very recently

(D) is less inclined to be fooled than are other men

(E) believes that hope is unwarranted in most situations

3. Lines 13-25 contain examples of all of the following EXCEPT

(A) simile

(B) Biblical allusion

(C) metaphor

(D) rhetorical question

(E) mythological allusion

4. The many rhetorical questions in lines 25-38 are especially effective because

(A) they clearly raise points no one in Henry’s audience would have considered

(B) Henry is showing that he wants input from his listeners

(C) Henry forcefully answers his own questions after he raises them

(D) They show Henry’s awareness that he does not have all the answers

(E) The previous speaker most likely did not employ rhetorical questions

5. Beginning in line 38, a notable rhetorical shift between two sets of parallel clauses (lines 39 – 41 and lines 41 – 42) is a shift from the

(A) general to the specific

(B) factual to the emotional

(C) subjective to the objective

(D) specific to the general

(E) active to the passive

6. In the paragraph which begins in line 51, Henry’s primary appeal is an appeal to

(A) logic

(B) fear

(C) history

(D) loyalty

(E) pride

7. As it is used in line 61, “election” is best understood to mean

(A) vote

(B) democracy

(C) choice

(D) leadership

(E) contest

8. The first half of the final sentence (“I know not…may take”)

I. is less emotional than the preceding sentences in the paragraph

II. hints at Henry’s doubt that his speech has been effective

III. adds power to the final exclamation of the speech

(A) I only

(B) II only

(C) I and II only

(D) I and III only

(E) I, II, and III

9. Which of the following is NOT a prominent feature of this speech

(A) colloquial diction

(B) parallelism

(C) allusion

(D) rhetorical questions

(E) emotional diction

