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Viewing Guide – Macbeth

As you know, Shakespeare’s plays were intended for the stage.  Because I want you to have a literal understanding of the play before we engage in a more concentrated literary analysis, you will view one film version of Macbeth and record your findings below. 

Basic questions to answer: What are the important events of the play?  What role do the characters serve? Who is fighting?  Who dies?—tragedy, remember?
As we watch the film, take notes on the plot development of the story on the left column.  On the right, 

add any details you find particularly interesting as to how the director created scenes, addressed character development through blocking or facial expression, setting, music, etc.

	                 Significant Plot Points
	Details that add to the depth of the scene, 

character(s), etc.  



	Act One

1. Three witches meet and plan to meet Macbeth.
2. King Duncan, of Scotland, finds out they’ve won

           and how valiantly Macbeth and Banquo fought.
3. Witches Prophesy:


	1. They seem to know what will happen—clearly
not normal creatures…

2. Macbeth killed many enemies—violently!!!




	                 Significant Plot Points
	Details that add to the depth of the scene, 

character(s), etc.  



	
	

	                 Significant Plot Points
	Details that add to the depth of the scene, 

character(s), etc.  



	
	


	Description of Characters:

Nam
	Role in the film (consider relationships, themes, and the resolution of the film)

	The Witches:

· Three ugly, mischievous, and supernatural hags 


	They initiate the conflict in the play by delivering Macbeth’s prophecy.  Some connection to the Greek mythological Fates who wove the thread of human destiny. 

	Macbeth:

· Scottish General in King Duncan’s army
· Thane of Glamis and then Cawdor 
(Thane is the equivalent of a count; nobility, has a military connotation, obtained title by fulfilling certain conditions) 

· Protagonist

· Ambitious


	*Beginning: Successful soldier who hears prophecy about future greatness and is easily tempted to make it happen.
*Middle:
*End:



	Lady Macbeth:

· Macbeth’s Wife
· Power hungry


	Wife      

	Banquo:


	

	King Duncan:


	

	Macduff:


	

	Malcolm & Donalbain:

	


