The Frankenstein Issues Survey

Mary Shelley’s story raises a number of thematic and ethical issues for readers.  Take a look at the statements below and provide your position on the statement.  Be ready to defend your answer.    
Human Nature:

· A person does evil or good based on her inborn nature rather than her upbringing.
Pursuit of Knowledge:

· Scientists should pursue discoveries and advances despite the moral objections of society.  
· An inventor is responsible for what people do with his or her invention.

Betrayal/Deception/Revenge:

· Revenge is justified when a person has been betrayed or deceived.  

· The need for revenge can destroy a person.  

Pursuit of Companionship: 

· Humans instinctively need and seek companionship.  

· Humans find happiness in companionship.  

Loyalty/Disloyalty: 

· Humans remain loyal to those they love the most.  

Courage/Cowardice:

· Standing up for justice and right requires greater courage than facing physical dangers.

Sacrifice/Selfishness: 

· Humans are selfish by nature and only appear to sacrifice in order to gain some secret benefit.  

Acceptance/Alienation: 

· Society’s acceptance or rejection of individuals determines whether those individuals will be happy or miserable.  

