

Choose one prompt to address based on your knowledge of the text.

1. Contrast the coping mechanisms of Moira and Offred, particularly defiance, rebellion, escape, assertiveness, sexual indulgence, smoking, drugs, networking, and withdrawal.

2. Study the stratification of female society in Gilead. Note the duties and significance of Unwomen, Wives, Daughters, Econowives, Handmaids, Marthas, and Aunts.  How do these roles create social stability?  Are there ways in which these roles undermine the social stability of Gilead?
3. Is the Commander a sympathetic character, a monster, or both?

4. How does the Gileadean government use the constant potential of surveillance to keep its citizens in line? In what ways are these characteristic dystopian methods of control?  How do they restrict Offred’s ability to rebel?  Should she have done more to resist these controls, or does she represent the best that a person could reasonably do in that situation?
5. Atwood chose not to follow a strictly chronological pattern in the telling of Offred's story. Why do you think she did so? What does it add and what are its disadvantages?

6. Aunt Lydia says to the Handmaid-trainees, “We were a society dying of too much choice.” (25) How does this relate to her distinction between freedom from and freedom to? What freedoms does Gilead claim to be providing its citizens? What freedoms are being denied?

7. In The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood presents a first person narrator who chronicles her experiences under an extremely oppressive, misogynistic regime. Explore the development of this character during the course of her narrative. Does she move from fear and intimidation to the liberation of her will, or is the character formation more complicated in this text? 
8. Discuss the ways in which Atwood treats sexuality and fertility in The Handmaid’s Tale.

9.  In some works of literature, a character who appears briefly is a significant presence. 

      Write an essay in which you show how such a character functions in the novel. You may   

      wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other  

      characters.

