Journal Assignment: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
Directions: This book is a collection of interrelated stories. Your assignment is to read the entire book, although the assigned journal entries are responses to five key stories. For each of the stories listed below, you must choose one topic. For your final entry, you may choose from two possibilities. Your response should be thoughtful, including specific, cited textual evidence. The journal should be typed and formatted according to MLA standards. Each entry should be approximately ¾ of a page in length. You will have a total of six entries. Each entry should include 2 different labeled sentence patterns. Your portfolio will therefore include 12 total sentence patterns. You will submit your final, comprehensive journal to Blend.

	Due Nov. 13th (A)/14th (B)
	“On the Rainy River”

· This chapter is perhaps the moral center of the book. What does Elroy Berdahl do that leads O’Brien to call him “the hero of my life”? Why doesn’t Elroy ask him why he is there?

· On the second page of the story, O’Brien defines “courage.” Comment on how this relates to other situations in the book. 

· Defend or challenge— A person can enter war as an act of cowardice. Prove your answer. 

· O’Brien is ashamed of this story. What is the role of shame in these soldiers’ lives? What is the relationship between shame and courage, according to O’Brien?

	
	“How to Tell a True War Story”

· O’Brien defines a “true war story.” What are the qualities of a “true war story” according to the author? What do you think of O’Brien’s definition of the “truth”?

· Which of the stories that are told qualify as a “true war story”? Which do not? Explain your reasoning. 

· What does O’Brien mean when he says that true war stories are never about hope?

· What does he mean when he tells us, “That’s a true war story that never happened.”?


	Due Nov. 27th (A)/28th (B)
	“Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bong”

· What transforms Mary Anne into a predatory killer? Does it matter that Mary Anne is a woman? Explain your reason for your answer.
· The story Rat tells in “Sweetheart…” is highly fantastical. Does its lack of believability make it any less compelling? Do you believe it? Does it fit O’Brien’s criteria for a true war story?

· How does this story illustrate what Joseph Conrad calls our “fascination with abomination”?

	
	“Speaking of Courage” and “Notes”
· What is the effect of “Notes,” in which O’Brien explains the story behind “Speaking of Courage”? Does your appreciation of the story changes when you learn which parts are “true” and which are the author’s invention?
· Choose two details from Norman’s life at home that you feel prove he is either a sympathetic or pathetic character. Explain your choice. 

· Aside from Chapter 1, “Speaking of Courage” is the only chapter written in the 3rd person point of view. Why are these stories set apart in this manner? What does O’Brien achieve by doing this?


	Due Dec. 4th (A)/
5th (B)
	“The Lives of the Dead”

· Linda is a significant person in O’Brien’s sage. What does she represent to him and the book as a whole?
· This isn’t a story about Vietnam: it’s about life and death. Why does O’Brien choose to end with this story?

	
	Choose your own adventure enty:
· Choose a chapter other than those discussed above, write a journal prompt, and answer it. Be sure to write the title and the prompt at the top of your journal. (This portion is not included in your page length.) 
· Watch a war film of your choice. Using “How to Tell a True War Story” as your criteria, write an entry proving or disproving that the film you watched is a “true war story.” Make specific references to the film and the book. (You must include an MLA citation for your film).


	Due December 5th 11:59pm
	Submit a final, comprehensive journal, including an Works Cited for the book (and possibly the film from entry #6) to Blend.


